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Texas produces a variety of field, nursery, and vegetable crops, alongside a diverse mix of livestock,
dairy, and poultry enterprises that generate economic activity in the state, regions, and counties where
these commodities are produced. Hunting, fishing, timber and other agricultural-related activities can
also generate economic activity. The focus of this analysis is on the economic contribution of
production agriculture in Williamson County.

Table 1. County-Level Agricultural Receipts and Economic Contribution (2024)

Cash Economic Value
Commodity Receiptst? Output (Sales) 4 Added 4 Jobs4
Feed Corn $43,918,090 $66,015,980 $17,702,975 636
Cotton $5,875,341 $8,316,479 $4,605,439 118
Hay $4,056,071 $5,533,334 $2,657,131 59
Wheat $2,546,974 $3,828,513 $1,026,662 37
Grain Sorghum $1,950,118 $2,931,342 $786,074 28
Other Crops $108,496 $133,886 $78,150 2
Total Crop $58,455,090 $86,759,534 $26,856,431 880
Cow Cdf & Stockers $28,035,000 $37,699,920 $14,420,798 684
Fed Beef $9,552,800 $12,846,078 $4,913,822 233
Other Livestock $40,000 $42,409 $35,440 1
Total Livestock $37,627,800 $50,588,408 $19,370,060 918
Hunting $2,530,000 $3,309,810 $816,475 93
Horses $770,000 $1,077,621 $801,744 30
Other Ag Related $37,500 $52,482 $39,046 1
Total Ag Related $3,337,500 $4,439,913 $1,657,264 124
Total Gov't Payments3 $4,833,568 $4,092,608 $2,200,367 44
Total Effects $104,253,958 $145,880,463 $50,084,123 1,966
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Economic contribution analysis measures the gross change in economic activity associated with an industry,
production agriculture at the county level in this case. Economic activity in production agriculture (direct effect)
ripples through the regional economy as farms, ranches, and other agricultural-related enterprises purchase
inputs (indirect effect) and pay employees who also make purchases (induced effect). Many farm and ranch
production expenses are paid to local suppliers, or other suppliersin the region. Farmers and ranchers also spend
part of their profits and/or wages on consumer goods - eating at local restaurants and buying groceries, fuel,
utilities, and other consumer items. In turn, the employees of these businesses spend wages at |ocal or regional
businesses. Money is multiplied as it circulates through the economy. Of course, money also leaks from the
county economy as businesses and househol ds purchase goods and services from other parts of the region, state,
nation, and world. These |eakages reduce the overall economic contribution of agricultural production within the
county.

Thetotal effectsin Table 1 are the sum of the direct, indirect and induced effects for each of the three
indicators. economic output (cash receipts plus gross intermediate input sales by supporting industries), value
added (contribution to the state's Gross Domestic Product, or GDP), and jobs (number of full-and part-time
jobs). The original economic contribution from farm and ranch production (cash receipts, which includes crop
insurance proceeds) leads to total economic output, which supports the number of jobs (annually) presented in
Table 1. Value added represents the value added in production (gross receipts less the cost of inputs) through the
use of land, labor, and capital. Labor income (not shown in Table 1) is a subset of value added which isa
component of economic output. The three economic indicators represent separate measures of economic
contribution and thus cannot be summed.
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