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NAAFP Decision Aid 
• National Association of Agriculture and Policy (NAAFP) 

has been working on the decision aid for more about 2 
years.  NAAFP is led by  
– AFPC at Texas A&M 
– FAPRI at University of Missouri-Columbia 

• Applied for and received funding from USDA-FSA to 
develop a nation-wide decision aid 

• Available at:  https://USDA.afpc.tamu.edu 
• And at: www.afpc.tamu.edu 
 

https://USDA.afpc.tamu.edu


Overview of NAAFP Farm Bill 
Decision Aid 

• Register as a producer or a multi-client user 
– Email address and password protect your data 
– Email address allows us to contact user when FSA changes rules and 

when new price projections are available 

• Enter data for all of the farm’s FSA Numbers 
– All Crops and their Practices by Type 
– Types not critical to FSA but important to RMA for SCO, STAX, and  

Insurance Decisions 

• Types of Analyses 
– Yield update  
– Base reallocation  
– ARC-IC, ARC-CO, PLC, SCO  
– STAX and SCO for cotton 
– Insurance options (Y, RP, RP-HPE, CAT, None)  



Overview of NAAFP Farm Bill 
Decision Aid 

• Producers’ data are stored in the decision aid 
– Data accessed by a user name and password 
– Secured behind Texas A&M firewall, along with 

student grades and records  

• Producers can enter their data, run for 
alternative prices as updated by FAPRI monthly 
– Yield Update Decision  
– Next analyze the interaction between Base 

Reallocation and PLC and ARC-CO Election 
• Before final election, farmers can re-run the analysis for 

March price outlook 

– Run Insurance Analysis annually for next 5 years 



Information Needed for the 
NAAFP Decision Aid  

• Information available from two primary sources 
– FSA Reported Commodity Crop History Summary 

(letter from FSA to producers, August 2014)  
• FSA farm number 
• Base Acres and CCP Yield for covered crops 

 
– Crop Insurance Actual Production Report 

• Historical yields and planted acres 
• Ten years of yields preferred but 2008-2012 are 

essential   
 

  
 



NAAFP Information Sheet  



Accessibility and Training 
• Accessible by smart phones, tablets, iPads, anything that 

can access the internet 
• Helpdesk 7am to 7pm weekdays @ 844-229-7373 
• Regional Training Meetings 

– NAAFP Sponsored Meetings 
• Salt Lake City Nov 10th 

• Salt Lake City Nov 11th hands on Workshop NAAFP 
decision aid 

– University of Illinois Sponsored Meetings 
• Indianapolis November 17th 
• Omaha December 10th  



Summary 
• Decision Aid available on AFPC website  

– More than 7,000 users 

• Features all 21 covered commodities in all states 
• Can Expect the following enhancements  

– STAX and SCO for cotton shortly 
– Generic base analyzer for cotton producers 
– Monthly updates of price projections by FAPRI  
– USDA price projection updates as available 
– Tool will be updated as FSA revises rules 

• Users will be notified by their email addresses 

– Will print FSA forms for sign-up for 
• Base reallocation and yield update 
• ARC and PLC decisions 



Summary 
• Evaluation for this meeting 
• You will receive an email with the URL below 
• Please click the URL and fill out the evaluation form 
• It will only take 2 minutes  
• November 10 Evaluation - 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1N9Q1UIxA9Ev5K5H0
IsvI3vdBI-JAihy1QVUG2jgnyXA/viewform  

• November 11 Evaluation - 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lVk9jfuci_JbATo-
O3X6BV05c9vDLpobly2-Lm-jTaQ/viewform 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1N9Q1UIxA9Ev5K5H0IsvI3vdBI-JAihy1QVUG2jgnyXA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1N9Q1UIxA9Ev5K5H0IsvI3vdBI-JAihy1QVUG2jgnyXA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lVk9jfuci_JbATo-O3X6BV05c9vDLpobly2-Lm-jTaQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lVk9jfuci_JbATo-O3X6BV05c9vDLpobly2-Lm-jTaQ/viewform


Questions?? 
 

James Richardson 
jwrichardson@tamu.edu 

979-845-5913 
 

Visit out Website 
WWW.AFPC.TAMU.EDU 

for Podcasts on the 
farm program and 
 the Decision Aid 



First Step Is to Register 



Producer vs. Multi Client User 



Create Client Records & Switch Clients 









Farm with Six Crops on Two FSA Nos. 



Yield Update Analyzer 



Yield Update Analyzer 



Yield Update Analyzer 



Yield Update Analyzer 



Verify Input for Base, PLC, ARC 



Verify Input for Base, PLC, ARC 



Mean Prices to Analyze 



Verify Input Data 





Three Ways to Analyze Options 



Details Behind StopLights 



Details for each Crop 





Details for each Crop 







Yield Update Analyzer 



Crop Insurance Interaction 
with Base Reallocation, PLC,  

and ARC 



Crops on the Farm Eligible for 
Insurance 





User’s Input Information for 
the Crop 





Top Five Crop Insurance and 
Farm Policy Combinations 













A Few Things to Think About 
 

• All of the decisions required in the farm bill add to the 
producer’s ability to tailor the bill to fit their 
operations – not just add to complication 

• There will be plenty of time to gather needed info, 
analyze options, and make sign-up decisions – no 
reason to panic 

 



FSA Announced Sign-Up Timeline 

Annual Sign-up 

Fix Planted 
Acres with FSA 

Reallocate Bases & Update Yields 

Election Between ARC & PLC 

August 
2014 

June 
2015 Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May 

17th 31st 

Mid 29th 27th 

Dairy Margin 
Protection 

Program for 2014 
and 2015 

2nd 28th 



Farm Bill Education  
• Podcasts on the AFPC website (www.afpc.tamu.edu) 

– Describe farm program provisions 
– Demonstrate Decision Aid 

• Prepare educational materials and Pod Casts to 
highlight regional differences of the farm program for 
producers in their regions 

• NAAFP  
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